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           WASHINGTON - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st             District) announced that the U.S. Department of Health and Human             Services has awarded $1,993,675 over a three-year period to Community             Health Connections (CHC) Family Health Center of Fitchburg. The grant             will allow the health center and its partners to launch an outreach             program to improve health care access for uninsured and underinsured             individuals in northern Worcester County, with a particular focus             on behavioral health services. The program will receive $911,649             in the first year, $637,133 in the second year, and $444,893 in the             third year.

           "Community health centers are one of the most efficient           ways to provide quality health care to the poor and underserved," Olver           said. "They provide critical services, including preventative           care, to the most vulnerable populations who aren't receiving           necessary medical services elsewhere."

           Olver is a member of the Congressional Community           Health Center Caucus, which works to increase funding for community           health centers and open more of them throughout the nation.

           An assessment of health care services conducted in           October 2003 found that 18,500 people in the region are uninsured or           underinsured. The outreach program will target the estimated 6,000           of that group who may be eligible for public health insurance. The           assessment also found a lack of coordination in health care and social           services, which is acute in the area of behavioral health care. In           addition, health care costs are skyrocketing through inappropriate           use of emergency rooms, and unnecessary hospitalizations are rising           due to the lack of less restrictive, less expensive and more effective           community services.

           Outreach will be done through broad-reaching marketing           and neighborhood-based, door-to-door canvassing to sign up residents           for health care services. Outreach workers will work closely with insurance           counselors to connect people with appropriate plans and programs. 

           Robert H. Johnson, executive director of CHC Family           Health Center, said, "Our residents experience enormous obstacles           to health care access and have an extensive need for social, behavioral           and ancillary services. People can learn to make significant changes           in their lifestyles to improve their health if they have access to           necessary care, education and support."

           The outreach program is the culmination of a decade           of community collaboration known as the Joint Coalition on Health,           a 95-member group of community-based organizations in the region. The           coalition commissioned two community health assessments, including           the October 2003 assessment. The program's service area includes           Fitchburg, Leominster, Gardner, Ashburnham, Hubbardston, Templeton,           Westminster, Winchendon, Ashby, Lunenburg and Townsend. The health           center's partners include North Central Human Services, LUK,           Inc., The Spanish American Center, Gardner Visiting Nurses Association,           Montachusett Opportunity Council, UMass Memorial Health Care Community           HealthLink, HealthAlliance, Heywood Hospital, the Massachusetts Department           of Public Health and the CAVU Foundation.

           ###

For additional information, contact Robert H. Johnson,          executive director of CHC Family Health Center, at 617-978-5965.
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